
“Maurice Broomfield’s photography captures the real heart of what was a 
booming but harsh time for the UK. Finding inspiration and creativity in 
gritty surroundings of every day work is inspiring in itself.” – Sir Paul Smith

In November 2008, HOST gallery presents the first retrospective of the 
work of British photographer Maurice Broomfield. Maurice Broomfield’s 
photographs  document three decades of  post-war heavy industry and 
urban regeneration in Britain. Broomfield  is recognised as one of the first 
industrial and architectural photographers to use his corporate 
commissions to make visionary photographic studies of the workers and 
the environments in which they worked, his motivation stemming from a 
curiosity in the diversity of industrial occupations. 

Employing strong lighting and form, the resulting photographs capture 
the drama and atmosphere of industry while existing as fascinating 
historical documents and as a powerful social comment on the “pre-
Thatcher”, “pre-health and safety” Britain. 

This exhibition will be a retrospective of Broomfield’s photographic career, 
including industrial, architectural and travel photographs.
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About Maurice Broomfield
Born in 1916, Maurice Broomfield left school aged15 to work in a factory 
where he used the company darkroom to further his photographic skills. 
He spent evenings as a student in the Derby College of Art and inspired by 
the industrial environment, Broomfield endeavoured to convey the 
atmosphere with photographs and sketches, bringing an insight to those 
who would never experience such things. In relation to his work, Maurice 
Broomfield comments: “I enjoy photographing people at work, and the 
many experiences whilst doing this have enriched my life. To be living on 
this planet, is to me, the greatest gift possible.” 

About HOST gallery
HOST is a venue that celebrates and defines photography, art and 
journalism,  running a concurrent programme of photography related 
talks, screenings and book launches alongside its strong curation of 
exhibitions.
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