
HOST Gallery is pleased to announce an exhibition of photographs by Seba Kurtis: 
Drowned and Other Stories. 

The work of young Argentinean photographer Seba Kurtis recognizes the fact that, 
for more people than ever before, home is a moveable concept, stuck somewhere 
between a dream and a memory. His unsettling photographs of the immigrant 
experience, whether negotiating the treacherous seas between Africa and Europe or 
traversing the lawless borders between Mexico and the United States, are a product 
of his own shifting experience as a stateless individual. 

Kurtis’ observations of America’s rapidly expanding Hispanic population celebrate 
the way in which it brings an exuberant chaos to a sometimes sterile US landscape. 
He dramatizes this disorderly aesthetic by letting light fall onto his negatives or by 
double exposing, resulting in pockets of brilliant brightness. His photographs from 
the Canary Islands – a well-known gateway to Europe from Africa – were subjected 
to a journey of their own: Kurtis cast his images out to sea to see which would 
survive the corrosive salt water and fierce tidal swells. He exhibits the images that 
returned to him in their distressed state. Mirroring these are his own personal family 
photos, ruined by a flood and the only photographs of his childhood that remain.

Kurtis has paid particular attention to the $2.2 billion fence that is scheduled for 
construction through Arizona, Texas and California to prevent ‘illegal aliens’ from 
crossing the southern border. While cheap Mexican labor boosts the US economy, 
and taxes are deducted even from the wages of illegal workers, no corresponding 
rights to citizenship are offered. Elsewhere in the world, many hundreds of 
prospective immigrants who have chosen to leave their home to follow their dream 
never make it to their El Dorado, but instead suffocate inside a container never 
meant for human carriage or drown in hostile seas. 

About Seba Kurtis
Seba Kurtis (Argentina, 1974) grew up in Buenos Aires under a violent and bloody 
dictatorship. He studied journalism and was a political activist. In 2001, Argentina fell under 
economical and political crisis, unemployment rocketed, banks restricted access to money 
and chaos developed in the streets. He left for Europe and remained in Spain as an illegal 
immigrant for over five years. This experience became the main inspiration for his work, an 
exploration of the dynamics behind irregular migration and the resultant impact on culture, 
society and the individual. He now lives in the UK.
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